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Barfield, Raymond, 1964 I have been supported in so many ways by so many people in the course of writing this book, and for this support I am deeply grateful. Every part of this book has been influenced by my friend Donald Philip Verene, a philosopher who taught me to read with attention to the real problems of philosophy and to listen for the influence of the poets among the philosophers as they find ways to say their ideas. Likewise, my life as a physician was opened up to the possibilities of philosophy and poetry over many years because of the example set by the physician and poet John Stone, and I cannot overstate the importance he had on my own development, my curiosity about the world, and my own efforts to speak and to serve. I am deeply grateful to Larry Lacy, Jim Jobes, and Timothy Jackson, who are among my most important teachers. My work at the intersection of poetry and philosophy has been, and continues to be, influenced by the poets Philip Nikolayev, Katia Kapovich, and Ben Mazer. Openness to the influence of such people depends in part on habits that start very early, and these habits have been shaped by my oldest friend and sparring partner, Scott Bader-Saye, whose gifts as a writer, theologian, and scholar have long set the mark I hope to hit.
I could not have found the time to write this book without the opportunities that were opened up for me at Duke University by Greg Jones, Stanley Hauerwas, Rich Payne, Joe St. Geme, and Dan Wechsler. Nor could I have completed this without the support and the vigilant attention to detail of Brian Belyea, Jessica Sun, Cassandra Moran, Nichol Harris, Jennifer Newlin, Sheila Perry, Anne Fitzgerald, Carl Weisner, Cheryl Thaxton, Sharron Docherty, Debra Brandon, Margarita Bidegain, and Kavin Rowe, all of whom, in one way or another, guided me through my first two years at Duke. I am grateful to Sam Wells and Tony Galanos for showing the kind of insight that can be gained in a great symposium. In
